This volume is the publication of the proceedings of the symposium held in May of 1971. Most of the chapters are relatively brief contributions, often by major authorities. The topics discussed include the interaction between hemoglobin and oxygen, carbon dioxide, the red cell membrane, carbonic anhydrase, the regulation of intermediary metabolism of the red cell and of the oxygen affinity of hemoglobin. A number of the articles are rather specialized research reports that will be of principal value for other workers directly in the field. There are, however, some brief and lucid summaries of the status of these fields. For example, the discussion by This extremely well-written book deals with the physiological changes that occur during the human life cycle. In the process, the author also reviews the principal concepts which form a contemporary understanding of the scientific basis of life.
The book is divided into two parts, the first dealing with events from conception to adulthood and the second with events from adulthood to senescence. The information presented is often elementary and requires only a modest background in physiology and anatomy, but the bibliography is so extensive that one can easily locate references for any topic discussed.
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